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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

Amendments to the Claims are made such that additions are underlined ( ), while 

deletions are in the strikethrough format, or bracketed ([ ]) where strikethrough format can not 
adequately show the deletion. 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application. The current status of claims 1-35 is as follows: 

I. -8. (Cancelled) 

9. (Previously Presented) A lawnmower blade assembly comprising: 
a shaft configured to be in rotatable communication with a motor; 

a stub in communication with said shaft; 
a blade; and, 

a receiver coupled to said blade, said receiver including a receiving portion and at least a 
plurality of flexible members configured for moving between inward and outward 
positions for engaging and retaining said stub in said receiving portion in a 
releasable engagement, said flexible members including first ends and second 
ends, said first ends including engaging portions for moving between said inward 
and outward positions, and said first ends in communication with said second 
ends, said first ends disposed opposite said second ends on said flexible members, 
and said second ends configured such that force on each of said second ends 
moves said engaging portions to said outward positions, allowing for at least the 
disengagement of said blade from said stub. 

10. (Previously Presented) The blade assembly of claim 9, wherein said shaft, stub, 
blade and receiver are configured to be in coaxial alignment, such that said blade is balanced 
upon rotation. 

I I . (Previously Presented) The blade assembly of claim 10, wherein said stub 
includes an outer surface and said receiving portion includes an inner surface, said outer and said 
inner surfaces correspondingly configured with respect to each other for allowing a sufficient but 
minimal amount of rotational play for said blade. 

2 of 11 

Response to Final Office Action Mailed April 1 , 2008 
U.S. Patent Application Serial No.: 09/531,735 

CWDOCS 585961vl 


Docket: 445440 


12. (Currently Amended) A lawnmower blade comprising: 

a blade body, said blade body including oppositely disposed cutting portions and a 
platform intermediate said oppositely disposed cutting portions; and, 

a receiver, said receiver coupled to said platform in a substantially coaxial alignment, 
said receiver including flexible members for moving between inward and 
outward positions for retaining at least a portion of a rotatable member in 
communication with a motor in a releasable engagement at least partially within 
said receiver, said flexible members including first portions configured for 
moving between said inward and outward positions, and second portions, in 
communication with said first portions, said first portions and said second 
portions disposed at opposite ends of said flexible members, said second portions 
configured such that pressure on said second portions moves said first portions to 
said outward positions^k and, said receiver is configured for receiving and 
retaining said at least a portion of the said rotatable member in a substantially 
coaxial alignment therewith, such that said blade body is balanced upon rotation. 

13. (Previously Presented) The lawnmower blade of claim 12, wherein said first 
portions of said flexible members include bodies configured for spring-like behavior. 

14. (Currently Amended) The lawnmower blade of claim 12, wherein said receiver 
includes a receiving portion for receiving said at least a portion of a said rotatable member. 

15. (Currently Amended) The lawnmower blade of claim 14, wherein said receiving 
portion includes an inner surface that is configured to receive said at least a portion of a said 
rotatable member in a manner to allow a sufficient but minimal amount of rotational play for said 
lawnmower blade. 

16. (Currently Amended) A lawnmower blade comprising: 

a blade body, said blade body including oppositely disposed cutting portions and a 
platform intermediate said oppositely disposed cutting portions; and, 

a receiver, said receiver coupled to said platform in a substantially coaxial alignment, 
said receiver including a receiving portion for receiving at least a portion of a 

rotatable member in a substantially coaxial alignment therewith, such that said 
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blade body is balanced upon rotation, and flexible members for moving between 
inward and outward positions, for retaining said at least a portion of said rotatable 
member in a releasable engagement at least partially within said receiving portion, 
said flexible members including first portions configured for moving between said 
inward and outward positions, and second portions, said second portions in 
communication with said first portions, said first portions and said second 
portions disposed at opposite ends of said flexible members, and, for each of said 
flexible members, said second portion is configured such that pressure on said 
second portion moves said first portion to said outward position. 

17. (Previously Presented) The lawnmower blade of claim 16, wherein said first 
portions of said flexible members include bodies configured for spring-like behavior. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) The lawnmower blade of claim 17, wherein said receiving 
portion includes an inner surface that is configured to receive said at least a portion of a said 
rotatable member in a manner to allow a sufficient but minimal amount of rotational play for said 
lawnmower blade. 

1 9. (Currently Amended) A lawnmower blade comprising: 

a blade body, said blade body including oppositely disposed cutting portions and a 
platform intermediate said oppositely disposed cutting portions; 

a receiver, said receiver coupled to said platform in a substantially coaxial alignment, 
said receiver including at least two flexible members, each of said flexible 
members configured for moving between inward and outward positions for 
retaining at least a portion of a rotatable member in communication with a motor 
in a releasable engagement at least partially within said receiver, each of said 
flexible members including oppositely disposed first and second ends, said first 
ends including first portions configured for moving between said inward and 
outward positions, and said second ends including second portions, said second 
portions separate from and in communication with said first portions, said second 
portions configured such that pressure on said second portions moves said first 
portions to said outward positions; and, 
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said receiver is configured for receiving and retaining said at least a portion of said 

rotatable member in a substantially coaxial alignment therewith, such that said 
blade body is balanced upon rotation. 

20. (Previously Presented) The lawnmower blade of claim 19, wherein said first 
portions of said flexible members include bodies configured for spring-like behavior. 

2 1 . (Currently Amended) The lawnmower blade of claim 1 9, wherein said receiver 
includes a receiving portion for receiving said at least a portion of a said rotatable member. 

22. (Currently Amended) The lawnmower blade of claim 21 , wherein said receiving 
portion includes an inner surface that is configured to receive said at least a portion of a said 
rotatable member in a manner to allow a sufficient but minimal amount of rotational play for said 
lawnmower blade. 

23. -32. (Cancelled). 

33. (Currently Amended) A lawnmower blade comprising: 

a blade body, said blade body including oppositely disposed cutting portions and a 

platform intermediate said oppositely disposed cutting portions; and, 
a receiver, said receiver coupled to said platform in a substantially coaxial alignment, 

said receiver comprising: 

a receiving portion for receiving at least a portion of a rotatable member, said 
receiving portion including an inner surface including a plurality of 
protrusions spaced apart to define a series of ridges and grooves for 
receiving said at least a portion of a said rotatable member having a 
correspondingly configured outer surface, and, said receiving portion is 
configured for receiving and retaining said at least a portion of a said 
rotatable member in a substantially coaxial alignment therewith, such that 
said blade body is balanced upon rotation; and, 

a plurality of flexible members for moving between inward and outward 

positions, for retaining said at least a portion of said rotatable member in a 
releasable engagement at least partially within said receiving portion, said 
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flexible members including first portions configured for moving between 
said inward and outward positions, and second portions, said second 
portions in communication with said first portions, said first portions and 
said second portions disposed at opposite ends of said flexible members, 
and, for each of said flexible members, said second portion is configured 
such that pressure on said second portion moves said first portion to said 
outward position. 

34. (Previously Presented) The lawnmower blade of claim 33, wherein said first 
portions of said flexible members include bodies configured for spring-like behavior. 

35. (Currently Amended) The lawnmower blade of claim 34, wherein said plurality 
of protrusions of the receiving portion are configured to receive a said rotatable member along a 
correspondingly configured outer surface in a manner to such that retaining forces of said 
flexible members on said at least a portion of said rotatable member are greater than rotational 
forces on said lawnmower blade. 
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